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What you get

01 START HERE Read-me, contents, printing and digital instructions, standards verification guide, this preview
02 FILLED FULL YEAR Completed planner in colour and ink-friendly PDF, plus editable DOCX

03 BLANK EDITABLE Blank planner in colour, ink-friendly and fillable PDF, plus editable DOCX

04 ASSESSMENTS AND Baseline observation, quarterly rubrics, anecdotal forms, portfolio checklist

DATA

05 SCHOOL SUBMISSION Submission covers, alignment summary, evidence checklist, observation, reflection, signature
page

06 LICENSE AND CREDITS | Terms of use, credits and licences, copyright notice
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The pages that follow are reproduced exactly as they appear in the full completed planner.
Week 9 — How a Credit Card Balance Behaves

Unit 3: Debt, Housing and Getting Around - Month 3 - Quarter 1 - Semester 1 - Instructional Days 41-45

Essential question Why does a small payment take so long to clear a balance?

Standards How Credit Card Debt Grows and Shrinks - Standard 6 Financial Planning and
Management — Investigate growth and reduction of credit card debt using spreadsheets,
including variables such as beginning balance, payment structures, credits, interest rates, new
purchases, finance charges, and fees.

Learning target “I can model how a revolving balance grows and shrinks.”

Local dates (enter your school dates)

Measurable objectives

 Students will investigate growth and reduction of credit card debt using spreadsheets, including variables such as
beginning balance, payment structures, credits, interest rates, new purchases, finance charges, and fees.

Success criteria (student-friendly)
 “| build a month-by-month balance schedule.”

* “I show the effect of changing the payment.”

 “| explain the result without judging anybody.”

Academic vocabulary

revolving balance, minimum payment, finance charge, fee, credit, amortisation, principal, interest portion

Materials and technology
» Supplied scenario cards

e Squared paper or school-provided spreadsheet

» Notebooks
Differentiation and supports

Special education / IEP | Reduce group size; pair visual cue cards with all verbal directions; allow gesture or picture response
in place of speech; pre-teach the week's target in a 1:1 warm-up.

Section 504 Provide the child's documented accommodations throughout; permit movement breaks and
alternative seating at any point in the sequence.

Multilingual learners Introduce each vocabulary word with an object or image; accept home-language responses; send
the vocabulary list home where a translation is available; pair with a peer who shares the home
language.

Advanced / extension Ask the learner to teach the skill to a peer, extend the task, or record a demonstration for the class

reference wall.

Intervention / reteach Reteach the target in a short small group using the same materials; split the day's check for
understanding into two smaller steps.

(c) Digital Downloads. Single-classroom licence. Independently created; not affiliated with any agency or TPT. Page 3 of 11



Alabama 12 Financial Mathematics / Quantitative Reasoning Preview

Enrichment Extend into an open-ended centre or project connected to the essential question.

Assessment and evidence
A balance schedule with payment scenarios compared.

Family communication
Ask your child what happens to a balance when only the minimum is paid.
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Day 41 — The Seven Variables the Standard Names

Week 9, Day 1 - Unit 3 - Standards: Standard 6

Focus Standard 6, read closely.
Learning target “I can model how a revolving balance grows and shrinks.”
Vocabulary in use revolving balance, minimum payment, finance charge, fee, credit, amortisation, principal,

interest portion

Local date

Learning sequence

TEACHER NOTE, AND THE MOST IMPORTANT ONE IN THE UNIT. SOME STUDENTS IN THE ROOM LIVE IN
HOUSEHOLDS CARRYING EXACTLY THIS DEBT. This week is taught as a SYSTEM WITH INCENTIVES AND
ARITHMETIC, never as a judgement about the people in it; the plan states plainly that a person's finances are not a
measure of their character or their competence, and that debt is usually a consequence of circumstance rather than
of arithmetic error. NO STUDENT IS ASKED WHETHER THEIR HOUSEHOLD HAS A CARD, A BALANCE OR A
DIFFICULTY, and every figure is on a supplied card. Connect: standard 6. Teach: the seven variables it lists -
beginning balance, payment structures, credits, interest rates, new purchases, finance charges, fees - and that a
model missing any of them will understate the cost. Try: shared reading. Apply: students identify all seven in a
supplied card. Reflect: which two would you have forgotten?

Check for understanding
Student identifies all seven variables in a scenario.

Differentiation in the moment

needs more support Model the step again with guided support, then fade to a gesture cue.
is ready for more Invite the learner to demonstrate for a peer or add a second example.
is dysregulated Pause instruction, move to co-regulation, and return to the target later.

Closure and reflection

Gather the group. Restate the learning target. Ask one learner to demonstrate. Name one specific thing the group
did well, then preview tomorrow.

Teacher reflection (fictional example)

Fictional Example — Customize and Verify Before School Submission.

Most learners met the target. Two needed the visual cue repeated during guided practice; | will pre-teach with them
tomorrow. The extension held attention longer than planned, so | shortened closure.
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Day 42 — Building the Month-by-Month Schedule

Week 9, Day 2 - Unit 3 - Standards: Standard 6

Focus The mechanism.
Learning target “I can model how a revolving balance grows and shrinks.”
Vocabulary in use revolving balance, minimum payment, finance charge, fee, credit, amortisation, principal,

interest portion

Local date

Learning sequence

Connect: the variables. Teach: the monthly loop - opening balance, plus purchases, plus finance charge, plus fees,
minus credits, minus payment, equals closing balance, which becomes next month's opening - and that getting the
ORDER right matters because interest is charged before or after the payment depending on the terms. Teach that
this loop is the whole model. A PAPER SCHEDULE ON SQUARED PAPER MEETS THIS DAY IN FULL; the
standard says spreadsheets and a hand-built table is the same computation. Try: shared build of three months.
Apply: students build twelve. Reflect: what did the balance do?

Check for understanding
Student builds a correct month-by-month revolving balance schedule.

Differentiation in the moment

needs more support Model the step again with guided support, then fade to a gesture cue.
is ready for more Invite the learner to demonstrate for a peer or add a second example.
is dysregulated Pause instruction, move to co-regulation, and return to the target later.

Closure and reflection

Gather the group. Restate the learning target. Ask one learner to demonstrate. Name one specific thing the group
did well, then preview tomorrow.

Teacher reflection (fictional example)

Fictional Example — Customize and Verify Before School Submission.

Most learners met the target. Two needed the visual cue repeated during guided practice; | will pre-teach with them
tomorrow. The extension held attention longer than planned, so | shortened closure.
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Day 43 — Why the Minimum Payment Is Slow

Week 9, Day 3 - Unit 3 - Standards: Standard 6

Focus The central result.
Learning target “I can model how a revolving balance grows and shrinks.”
Vocabulary in use revolving balance, minimum payment, finance charge, fee, credit, amortisation, principal,

interest portion

Local date

Learning sequence

Connect: a twelve-month schedule. Teach: that when the payment is close to the finance charge, almost none of it
reaches the principal, so the balance barely moves - and that this is arithmetic rather than a trick, though the
arithmetic is not obvious from the statement. Teach the striking comparison: a modest increase in payment often
cuts the term disproportionately. Try: shared computation of the interest portion in month one. Apply: students
compute the interest portion across their schedule. Reflect: what fraction of the payment was principal?

Check for understanding
Student computes the principal portion of a payment and explains it.

Differentiation in the moment

needs more support Model the step again with guided support, then fade to a gesture cue.
is ready for more Invite the learner to demonstrate for a peer or add a second example.
is dysregulated Pause instruction, move to co-regulation, and return to the target later.

Closure and reflection

Gather the group. Restate the learning target. Ask one learner to demonstrate. Name one specific thing the group
did well, then preview tomorrow.

Teacher reflection (fictional example)

Fictional Example — Customize and Verify Before School Submission.

Most learners met the target. Two needed the visual cue repeated during guided practice; | will pre-teach with them
tomorrow. The extension held attention longer than planned, so | shortened closure.
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Day 44 — Changing One Thing at a Time

Week 9, Day 4 - Unit 3 - Standards: Standard 6

Focus Sensitivity, again.
Learning target “I can model how a revolving balance grows and shrinks.”
Vocabulary in use revolving balance, minimum payment, finance charge, fee, credit, amortisation, principal,

interest portion

Local date

Learning sequence

Connect: Week 3's sensitivity. Teach: that the useful output here is not one schedule but a COMPARISON of
scenarios - a higher payment, no new purchases, a lower rate - each varied alone. Teach which usually dominates
and why that is worth knowing. Try: shared variation of one input. Apply: students run three scenarios and tabulate
the term and total cost of each. Reflect: which single change helped most?

Check for understanding
Student compares scenarios varying one input at a time.

Differentiation in the moment

needs more support Model the step again with guided support, then fade to a gesture cue.
is ready for more Invite the learner to demonstrate for a peer or add a second example.
is dysregulated Pause instruction, move to co-regulation, and return to the target later.

Closure and reflection

Gather the group. Restate the learning target. Ask one learner to demonstrate. Name one specific thing the group
did well, then preview tomorrow.

Teacher reflection (fictional example)

Fictional Example — Customize and Verify Before School Submission.

Most learners met the target. Two needed the visual cue repeated during guided practice; | will pre-teach with them
tomorrow. The extension held attention longer than planned, so | shortened closure.
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Day 45 — Reporting It Without Moralising

Week 9, Day 5 - Unit 3 - Standards: Standard 6

Focus How this is written up.
Learning target “I can model how a revolving balance grows and shrinks.”
Vocabulary in use revolving balance, minimum payment, finance charge, fee, credit, amortisation, principal,

interest portion

Local date

Learning sequence

TEACHER NOTE. THE REPORT DESCRIBES THE ARITHMETIC. IT DOES NOT ADVISE, JUDGE OR
SPECULATE ABOUT WHY A HOUSEHOLD IS IN THIS POSITION. Connect: scenarios run. Teach: that the honest
report says what the model shows under stated assumptions and stops - and that the temptation to add a moral is
strong here and should be resisted, because the model contains no information about the household's
circumstances, options or constraints. Teach the professional form: figures, assumptions, comparison, limits. Try:
shared drafting. Apply: students write the report. Reflect: what did you delete?

Check for understanding
Student reports a debt model without advice or judgement.

Differentiation in the moment

needs more support Model the step again with guided support, then fade to a gesture cue.
is ready for more Invite the learner to demonstrate for a peer or add a second example.
is dysregulated Pause instruction, move to co-regulation, and return to the target later.

Closure and reflection

Gather the group. Restate the learning target. Ask one learner to demonstrate. Name one specific thing the group
did well, then preview tomorrow.

Teacher reflection (fictional example)

Fictional Example — Customize and Verify Before School Submission.

Most learners met the target. Two needed the visual cue repeated during guided practice; | will pre-teach with them
tomorrow. The extension held attention longer than planned, so | shortened closure.
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Important before you buy

» This is a digital download. Nothing is shipped.

e The planner is calendar-neutral: Month 1-9, Week 1-36, Day 1-180, so it fits any school calendar. You add your
own dates.

» Standards were transcribed from the official source.

» Not affiliated with or endorsed by Alabama State Department of Education, any district, school, assessment
provider or Teachers Pay Teachers.

» No approval, compliance, rating or evaluation outcome is guaranteed.

This is a statewide standards index, not a local course catalog. Course names, grade placement, electives, and
graduation sequences vary by district.
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Terms of Use, Privacy and Copyright

Licence

This resource is licensed for use by one teacher in one classroom. You may print and reproduce the pages for
your own students. You may not share, sell, sub-licence, post publicly, or upload this file to any website, shared
drive or district repository. Additional classroom licences are available at a reduced price.

Copyright

All text, forms and layouts in this resource are original work. Fonts used are the standard PDF base fonts, which
carry no redistribution restriction. No competitor product, published curriculum, commercial assessment, answer
key, book text, character, logo or agency branding is reproduced. Where standard codes and text appear, they are
guoted from a public government document for identification and alignment purposes and remain the property of the
issuing agency.

Student privacy

Record learners using initials or a school-approved identifier only. Do not record IEP content, Section 504 plans,
protected assessment scores, medical information or family information in this planner. Store completed pages
securely and follow your programme's privacy requirements and applicable law. This planner is not a secure
student-information system and is not a substitute for official records.

Accessibility

Pages use a minimum 8-point type size, high-contrast text, wide writing areas, print-safe margins, numbered pages
and a bookmarked navigation outline. Colour and ink-friendly versions are supplied, and no information is conveyed
by colour alone.

Disclaimer

This independently created resource is not affiliated with, sponsored by, approved by, or endorsed by Alabama State Department of Education,
any local school district, any school, any assessment provider, or Teachers Pay Teachers. Standards, assessments, course requirements, and
submission procedures may change. Teachers must verify current requirements using
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/AS_2022923_CAS-2019-Alabama-Mathematics-COS_V1.0.pdf and local
school or district guidance.

Source citation

Alabama State Department of Education. 2019 Alabama Course of Study: Mathematics. Adopted 2019. Standards are numbered within the
COURSE Mathematical Modeling, not within a grade; PDF pages 161-166, derived from the running head. ALABAMA PUBLISHES NO
COURSE CALLED FINANCIAL MATHEMATICS AND NONE CALLED QUANTITATIVE REASONING, so this row is aligned by the document’s
own description rather than by name: of the six high school courses, MATHEMATICAL MODELING IS THE ONLY ONE WHOSE OVERVIEW
NAMES BOTH IDEAS — it promotes “financial literacy and data-based decision-making skills” and gives “a solid foundation for students who
are entering a range of fields involving quantitative reasoning, whether or not they require calculus” — and its LARGEST content area, 7 of the
22 standards, is Financial Planning and Management. The alternative non-calculus fourth-credit course, Applications of Finite Mathematics,
was read and rejected: its areas are Advanced Counting, Recursion, Networks, Fairness and Democracy, Fair Division and Information
Processing, which is discrete mathematics with no finance and no statistics. IT IS A SPECIALIZED FOURTH-CREDIT COURSE and the
document says the specialized courses are “organized in ways related to their specific subject matter which extend beyond the essential
concepts”, so it carries FIVE content areas of its own — Modeling, Financial Planning and Management, Design in Three Dimensions, Creating
Functions to Model Change in the Environment and Society, and Modeling to Interpret Statistical Studies — with no “Focus N:” subdivision.
Standard 1 is a whole-course standard: it requires the FULL Mathematical Modeling Cycle or Statistical Problem-Solving Cycle on a problem of
student interest, “incorporating standards from across the course”. Superscripts are transcribed with a caret because the source sets them as
separate spans that flatten into nonsense in the PDF text layer; the mathematics is unchanged. Retrieved 2026-07-27 from
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/AS_2022923_CAS-2019-Alabama-Mathematics-COS_V1.0.pdf
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